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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 



(Currently Amended) A vehicle key system tor verifying an identity of 
rprint information about a us e r's regarding a fingerprijnt of a user and for controlling pieces 



>»7 

of equipment in a vehicle according to a verification result regarding the identity of the 
fingerprint information , said system comprising: 

a fingerprint information capturing means for capturing fingerprint information from a 
us e r's the fingerprint of the user ; 

a fingerprint information storage means for storing storing at least a one piece of 
fingerprint information about an authoriz e d user's fingerprint regarding an authorized user ; 

a manipulation detection means for detectijng manipulations of at least one operation unit 
for controlling the pieces of equipment in the venicle and at least one pedal; 

a fingerprint verification means for verifying an identity of the fingerprint information 
captured by said fingerprint information captimng means in a first processing mode by 
comparing it the fingerprint information capmred by said fingerprint information capturing 
means with the authorized user's fingerprinjf information of the authorized user stored in said 
fingerprint information storage means , wherein the vehicle key system is configured to operate in 
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the first processing mode and at least a second processing mode/for administering storage of 
information in the fingerprint information storage means ; and / 

a fingerprint information processing means for p e rfonning a plurality of processes on the 
fingerprint information captur e d by said fingerprint information capturing means in a plurality of 
processing modes, respectiv e ly; / 

a manipulation d e tection means for d e tecting at lepst on e of a pred e termi ned 
manipulation of an operation unit for controlling th e piep e s of e quipm e nt in the vehicl e and a 
predetermined manipulation of a pedal; and / 

a processing mode switching means for switching between the plurality of first and 
second processing modes according to th e pred e termined manipulation det e cted detection of a 
predetermined manipulation of the at least one operation unit or the at least one pedal by said 
manipulation detection means. / 

2. (Currently Amended) The vehicfe key system according to Claim 1, wherein said 
plurality of processing mod e s includ e a the fir^fprocessing mode in which said syst e m can allow 
enables the user to use thej vghicle after said fijrigerprm ^v means establishes the 
identity of the user's fingerprint information pf the user , and a-the second processing mode ift 
which said syst e m can register registers the us e r's fingerprint information of the user to said 
fingerprint information storage means, and/wherein said processing mode switching means 
switches between the first and second processing modes according to the predetermined 
manipulation detected by said manipulatijbn detection means. / ^ , Sjz^-^ oif^'^ 
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3. (Currently Amended) The vehicle key sptem according to Claim 1, wherein said 
plurality of processing modes includ e a the first proce^ing mode in which said system can allow 
enables the user to use the vehicle after said fingerprint verification means establishes the 
identity of the us e r's fingerprint information of the uSer , and a-the second processing mod e in 
which said system can delet e deletes corresponding/fingerprint information stored in said 
fingerprint information storage means, and wherein said processing mode switching means 
switches between the first and second processing modes according to the predetermined 
manipulation detected by said manipulation detection means. 



4. (Currently Amended) The vehicfe key system according to Claim 1, wherein said 



pluraHty of proc e ssing modes includ e a the firsD processing mode in which said system can allow 
enables the user to use the vehicle after said fingerprint verification means establishes the 
identity of the user' s fingerprint information oi the user , and a-the second processing mode in 
which said system can allow enables the user to use the vehicle without verification of the 
identity of the user's fingerprint information of the user , and wherein said processing mode 
switching means switches between the first and second processing modes according to the 
predetermined manipulation detected by said manipulation detection means. 



5. (Currently Amended) The 
plurality of processing modes includ e a the 



chicle key system according to Claim 1, wherein said 
the [first processing mode in which said system can allow 
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enables the user to use the vehicle after said fingerprint vemication means establishes the 
identity of the user's fingerprint information of the user , ythe second processing mode in which 
said system can r e gist e r registers the user's fingerprint information of the user to said fingerprint 

/ 

information storage means, a third processing mode m .which said syst e m can delet e deletes 

/ 

corresponding fingerprint information stored in said fmgerprint information storage means, and a 
fourth processing mode in which said syst e m can allow enables the user to use the vehicle 
without verification of the identity of the us e r's fingerprint information of the user , and wherein 
said processing mode switching means switches between the first processing mode and either 
one of the second, third, and fourth processing niodes according to the predetermined 
manipulation detected by said manipulation detection means. 



6. (Currently Amended) The vehicle key system according to Claim 1, wherein said 
operation unit is comprises at least one of A wiper switch, a winker switch, w and a shift lever, 
and said pedal is comprises an acceleration pedal, a brake pedal, or a clutch pedal. 

7. (Currently Amended) The vehi^^ey system according to Claim 1, wherein said 
operation unit is a on e int e nd e d for ai^^^lating manipulates a navigation unit for providing a 
variety of navigation services /dr a se rs / 

(Currently Amended) A vehicl^ey system for verifying an identity of 
rint information about a us e r's regarding a fingerprint of a user and for controlling pieces 
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of equipment in a vehicle according to a verification r^ult regarding the identity of the 
fingerprint information , said system comprising: 

a fingerprint information capturing means f^r capturing fingerprint information from a 
user's the fingerprint of the user ; 

a fingerprint information storage means fhr pr e storing storing at least a -one piece of 
fingerprint information about an authorized us e r a fing e rprint regarding an authorized user ; 

a fingerprint verification means for verffying an identity of the fingerprint information 

/ 

captured by said fingerprint information capturing means in a first processing mode by 
V comparing it the fingerprint information capmred by said fingerprint information capturing 
means with the authorized user's fingerprini information of the authorized user stored in said 



fingerprint information storage means , wherein the vehicle key system is configured to operate in 

/ 

the first processing mode and at least a second processing mode for administering storage of 
information in the fingerprint information storage means ; 

a fingerprint information procesling means for p e rforming a plurality of processes on th e 

I 

fingerprint information captur e d by sai^d fingerprint information capturing means in a plurality of 
processing modes, respectiv e ly; 

a connecting means for connecting said vehicle key system with a giv e n an external unit 



and receiving a signal which indicates manipulation of the external unit ; and 

I 

a manipulation detection means for d e tectmg a signal applied thereto via said connectmg 



means, said signal indicating a predetermin e d manipulation of said e xternal unit; and 
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a processing mode switching means for switdhing between the plurality of first and 
second processing modes according to said signal detected by said manipulation detection m e ans 
when the vehicle key system detects the signal received by the connections means indicating a 
predetermined manipulation of the external means/ 



I 

9. (Currently Amended) The vehicle^ key system according to Claim 8, wherein said 



plurality of processing modes includ e a the first processing mode in which said syst e m can allow 

I 

enables the user to use the vehicle after said fingerprint verification means establishes the 
identity of the us e r's fingerprint information of Ihe user , and a-the second processing mode m 



which said syst e m can r e gist e r registers the us e r's fingerprint information of the user to said 

I 

fingerprint information storage means, and wherein said processing mode switching means 

I 

switches between the first and second processing modes according to said signal detected by said 

I 

manipulation det e ction m e ans when the vehicle key system detects the signal received by the 

I 

connections means indicating the predetermined manipulation of the external means . 



10. (Currently Amended) The vehicle key system according to Claim 8, wherein said 
plurality of processing mod e s includ e a the! first processing mode in which said system can allow 



enables the user to use the vehicle after sajd fingerprint verification means establishes the 
identity of the us e r's fingerprint information of the user , and arthe second processing mode in 
which said system can del e t e deletes corresponding fingerprint information stored in said 
fingerprint information storage means, and wherein said processing mode switching means 
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switches between the first and second processing modes according to Guid signal det e cted by said 
manipulation det e ction m e ans when the vehicle key afvstem detects the signal received by the 
connections means indicating the predetermined maniipulation of the external means . 



11. (Currently Amended) The vehicleflcey system according to Claim 8, wherein said 
plurality of processing modes include a the first m-ocessing mode in which said system can allow 
enables the user to use the vehicle after said fingerprint verification means establishes the 
identity of the us e r's fingerprint information of me user , and a-the second processing mode in 
which said syst e m can allow enables the user to! use the vehicle without verification of the 
identity of the us e r's fingerprint information of/the user , and wherein said processing mode 
switching means switches between the first ana second processing modes according to said 
signal d e tected by said manipulation d e t e ctionlmeans when the vehicle key system detects the 
signal received by the connections means indicating the predetermined manipulation of the 



external means . 

12. (Currently Amended) The vekcle key system according to Claim 8, wherein said 
plurality of processing modes includ e a the mrst processing mode in which said system can allow 
enables the user to use the vehicle after said fingerprint verification means establishes the 

of the user , a-the second processing mode in which 



identity of the user's fingerprint information 
said system can register registers the user' 



fingerprint information of the user to said fingerprint 



information storage means, a third processi ig mode in which said system can del e t e deletes 
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/ 

corresponding fingerprint information stored in said fmgerprint information storage means, and a 
fourth processing mode in which said syst e m can allt>w enables the user to use the vehicle 
without verification of the identity of the us e r's fmgerprint information of the user , and wherein 
said processing mode switching means switches between the first processing mode and either 
one of the second, third, and fourth processin^rnodes according to the pr e det e rmin ed 
manipulation d e t e cted by said manipulation d e t e ction means when the vehicle key system detects 
the signal received by the connections means indicating the predetermined manipulation of the 
external means. 



